Resist Newsletter, Aug. 1972 by Resist
Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository
Resist Newsletters Resist Collection
8-29-1972
Resist Newsletter, Aug. 1972
Resist
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/resistnewsletter
Recommended Citation
Resist, "Resist Newsletter, Aug. 1972" (1972). Resist Newsletters. 149.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/resistnewsletter/149
···••tr a call to resist illegitimate authority 
29 August 1972 763 Massachusetts Avenue, #4, Cambridge, Mass. 02139 Newsletter /165 
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY 
OF MCGOVERNOM /CS 
--Robert Zevin 
The profound conservatism of George McGovern, 
.the Presidential candidate, is amply illustrat~d 
by the most recent presentation of his economic 
program. Of course the primary purpose of such 
presentations is to insure the candidate's elec-
tion. In this respect the program's attempt to 
vaguely appeal to the many while alienating as 
few as possible does not differ from the programs 
of all other candidates who are "serious" about 
getting elected as opposed to those who are seri-
ous about analysing and changing American society. 
Beyond that, if a purpose remains to be discover-
ed, it is to restore the health of the American 
economy with the least possible trimming and 
spraying of its branches and no tampering with 
its roots. In this respect as well McGovern's 
economic program has solid common ground with 
those of all other "serious" candidates of the 
past four decades and more. 
The program consists of a series of tax re-
forms and expenditure revisionso The major reform 
in dollars is to tax capital gains at non-prefer-
ential rates and to tax unrealized capital gains 
at death. Repeal is also proposed for the special 
tax provisions for oil and gas producers. How-
ever, there is nothing in the program to prevent 
higher taxes fran becoming higher prices paid by 
the consumers of gasoline 1 and fuel oil; · nor, 
is there any mention of the economically more 
significant import quotas and other government 
programs designed to benefit and protect the in-
ternational oil cartel. The most potentially 
interesting proposal is to impose a cumulative, 
progressive tax on the recipients of inheritances 
and gifts. Absolutely no details are supplied, 
leaving wishful thinkers free to suppose that the 
tax would be confiscatory at some reasonable level 
of unearned wealth. These and other lesser re-
forms are all perfectly reasonable as far as they 
go. So reasonable that McGovern could say earnest-
ly"••• if we reject prudent, carefully structured 
tax justice now, very radical tax changes may be 
forced upon us later". 
This unintended disclaimer echoes another re-
vealing remark which McGovern made to a questioner 
during the Massachusetts primary: "You know, I 
think that every time we drop a bomb on Vietnam 
we create more Communists than we kill". This 
in turn says much about McGovern's major expen-
diture revision, to cut $30 billion from the mil-
itary budget by 1975, "without reducing our 
strength". McGovern proposes to get rid of 
"planes that don't fly" and generals that don't 
command, leaving us with an efficient military 
such as Kennedy, McNamara, and the Rand Corpora-
tion set out to create twelve years ago, or 
Truman, Symington, and others fourteen years be-
fore that with consequences that are well under-
.stood today. 
In dollars, the next most important proposal 
is for the Federal Government to spend $15 billion 
in direct support of one-third of the budgets of 
state and local governments for primary and secon-
dary education. This proposal and McGovern's re-
surrection of the WPA to the tune of $6 billion 
in order to "create" one million jobs, are class-
Cont'd. on page 2 
PEOPLE'S BLOCKADE 
AND AMF 
(Editor's Note: The tactic of ~'People's 
Blockadest• as an expression of opposition to the 
war has been spreading recently. During the last 
month, a group of people in Seattle, Washington 
have been obstructing munitions ships by sailing 
in front of them in canoes and kayaks. A similar 
blockade has been maintained at the Naval Annnuni-
tion Depot in Leonardo, New Jerseyo The largely 
military town of Norfolk, Virginia has seen numer-
ous attempts to stop the flow of supplies to and 
from the bases there. The following is an account 
of a people's action in York, Pennsylvania.) 
(LNS) In the early morning hours of August 
12, fifty people gathered on the railroad tracks 
leading from the York plant of the American 
Machine and Foundry Company (AMF) determined to 
stop business as usual at the plant. 
"Business as usual" at the maximum security 
AMF plant is the production of bomb casings .for 
the 500 pound MK82 general purpose bomb that is 
one of the US mainstays in the Indochina war. 
The demonstrators' idea was to stop the trains 
carrying the bomb casings from the factory. 
Their gqal was to "hinder bomb production and to 
put pressure on Nixon" as well as to "help form 
a strong local resistance community". 
The showdown, however, never really came. 
AMF officials decided to avoid a confrontation 
and therefore didn't try to ship any bombs past 
the protesterso The fifty activists held their 
ground for 24 hours and then left. Although it 
was largely the result of a decision by company 
officials not to test the will of the demonstra-
tors, the fact remains that no bombs left AMF on 
August 1_2. 
* * * 
During the month of March, the AMF plant at 
York was the victim of a sabotage raid that dam-
aged several hundred bomb casings loaded in box 
cars and ready to be shipped. On March 26, a 
group calling itself the Citizens' Commission to 
Demilitarize Industry claimed responsibility for 
the action in an anonymous lettero 
It was their purpose, the letter explained, 
to make known "the complicity of large corpora• 
tions in the automated air war" and to encourage 
workers in war plants "to take steps to achieve 
conver s i on of their plants t o meet real human 
needs with full employment" . 
AMF was certainly a worthy target of the 
action. With almost $44 million worth of Army 
and Navy contracts in 1971 AMF easily made the 
top 100 list of Department of Defense contractors. 
And so far in 1972, the 
AMF plant in York has al-
ready received $48 million 
worth of contracts for the 
MK82 bomb casings. This 
represents more than half 
of all the Defense Depart· 
ment's planned production 
of the bomb this year. 
AMF has not always 
built bombso In the 1950's 
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AMF ... 
it depended on the manufacture of bowling equip-
ment for most of its profits. But when the bowling 
boom died in the early 1960's, AMF .decided it was 
time to diversify. Vice-President Davis s. 
Meiklejohn summed up the strategy in a 1968 state-
ment in the finan~ial magazine, Barrons: ''We're 
trying to make some big acquisitions, we believe 
there are advantages in size." 
The acquisitions included AMF Beaird, Inc., 
producers of industrial oil extracting equipment; 
Har~ey Davidson, makers of motorcycles and golf 
carts; Paragon Electric Co., Inc., which produces 
electric timing devices; AMF Voit, Inc., makers 
of sporting equipment; and Head Skis, a top line 
of US skiing equipment. 
In 1968 AMF contracts for the production .of 
war materials reached an all time high of $135.5 
million. Although defense contracts have dropped 
off since 1968, AMF is clearly developing a finan-
cial strategy that will include the production of 
war materials for many years to come. Barroris, 
the financial journal, reported of AMF in December 
1968: 
"A. peace settlement in Vietnam would obv:Jous-
ly effect ••• sales. However the company is count-
~ng on it taking at least a year after the bomb-
ing is halted to rebuild the nation's strategic 
reserve of bombs, and expects orders .to keep coming 
in until then. Morever, once the conventional 
stockpile is built, AMF looks for a switch to big 
ticket sophisticated defense items, such as mis-
siles and anti-missile missiles where the company 
has a strong position." 
Currently much of AMF's defense work takes 
place at the York plant, but its Electrosystems 
Division in Vandalia, Ohio, which produces alter-
nators and inverters for aircraft and missiles, 
can be expected to get more Department of Defense 
work if Barrons' assessment of the company is 
accurate. 
The March raid may have produced no more than 
a small dent in the huge AMF machine but it did 
not go totally unnoticed. In July, the Vietnam 
Committee for Solidarity with the American People 
located in Hanoi, sent an open letter to RESIST. 
The letter was addressed to . the Citizens' Com-
mission to Demilitarize Industry and said that 
''Words are not enough to express our emotion 
and our thanks to your action". 
* * * 
The people who gathered at the AMF plant on 
August 12 knew that bombs would be shipped as 
soon as they left. · But they also knew that their 
actions would have some impact. · 
"'Iwo workers came out to talk to us during 
their break," said one demonstrator, "and when a 
guard tried to make them go back to the plant, 
they wouldn't go." 1-rhings went well," said 
another; "some of the workers are beginning to 
realize that AMF could be making things other 
than bombs. 11 
. ..... ....... ....... ....,,.. .......................... . -.,... _ 
MCGOVERNOMICS ... 
ic~l welfare .state liberalism of the sort which 
is roundly condemned in the Democratic Platform. 
This should surprise no one since McGovern's 
roster of economic advisors now consists of vir-
tually all the same high priests of elitism and 
state power who served Kennedy and Johnson so 
loyally. 
Little need be said abou~ the remaining ex-
Cont'd on page 4 
CAMDEN 
A SHORT HISTORY 
--Sara Tosi 
(Sara Tosi is a defendent in the Camden 28 case.) 
One year ago, Horatio Jimenez, a middle-aged 
Puerto Rican, was beaten to death by two Camden · 
policemen; one year since Camden was aflame· one 
year since an FBI dragnet moved on Camden, ~rrest-
ing 28 people for conspiracy to steal records of 
the Selective Service, Military Intelligence, and 
the FBI, and six other charges related to the 
entry of the Camden Poat Office -- the usual li-
tany of breaking, entering, stealing, purloining, 
destroying, deprecating, converting, interfering, 
and hindering. 
Camden is in southern New Jersey, an exten-
sion of Philadelphia across the Delaware River. 
The main sights in town are the RCA and Campbells' 
Soup factories belching into the night air, the · 
federal Post Office on Market Street and City 
Hall bearing across its north face the proud words 
0 Where there is no vision, the people perish". 
A year ago, beneath that slogan, 1500 members of 
the Puerto Rican community gathered to protest 
the history of police harassment culminating in 
the death of Jimenez, to demand that the two offi-
~ers be .suspended pending an investigation, and 
to ask that Mayor Nardi confer with the community 
on questions of policing. Safety Director Yeager 
responded by charging the gathering with the ca-
nine squad, riot gas, an4 club-swinging police. 
Three nights of beating·s, gas, gunfire, looting 
-- and Yeager issued a statement that Puerto Ri-
cans have a "canine mentality". El Centro, the 
Puerto Rican CODllDunity center, was burned to the 
ground, and the skies were patrolled with night 
vision helicopters developed from the Vietnam 
technology. 
The Camden 28 were in the Atlantic and Camden 
County Jails with $750,000.00 bail. It was the 
usual scene -- other women in the jail were there 
because they didn't have the $50.00 bail, didn't 
have money for a lawyer, -did have a public defen-
der who hadn't seen them in 4 months, had a detain-
er for they-didn't-know-what -- because they were 
black, Puerto Rican, poor. In Camden County Jail 
prisoners may not send or receive letters in Span-
ish. The two cops who killed Jimenez were indict-
ed finally and released on $5,000.00 personal re-
cognizance bonds. After a round of appeals, the 
bail for the Camden 28 was reduced to $185,000.00 
and they were released. Bob Hardy, the informer 
responsible for the arrests, released a statement 
that he still considered them his friends. 
September '71 and Guy Goodwin, Internal Secu-
rity Division, mastermind of Grand Juries, was 
back in town for the first time since August 22, 
when he cruised through the Post Office, inspect-
ing his catch and intimating slyly in court that 
this time he had some people involved in the rip-
off of the Media FBI off1°ce. Out came the usual 
round of subpoenas -- seven this time -- for a 
further investigation of Camden, etc ••• Four of 
them were people already indicted in Camden, one 
was Marnie O'Dell from outside of Camden, and the 
other two were Pat and Bruce Grumbles. Pat and 
Bruce had been arrested the year before for an 
alleged plot to disrupt the Selective Service in 
Bridgeton, N.J. They had pleaded guilty with the 
promise of probation. (Pat was given a 4 year 
suspended sentence and Bruce was given a Oto 6 
years youth correction sentence -- because the 
judge reconsidered. He was in prison at the time 
of the Camden arrests.) Only a few of the sub-
poenas were actually called. No one testified, 
no irmnunity was given, and the Grand Jury was 
Cont'd. on page 4 
LETTERS FROM HANOI · 
(Editor's Note: RESIST received the following 
two letters from the Vietnam Committee for Solidar-
ity with the American People on July 27, 1972. 
The first letter compares the recent East· 
Coast floods in the US with what may happen in 
Vietnam because of the American bombing of the 
dyke systems there. 
The second letter was addressed to the CITI-
ZENS' COMMISSION TO DEMILITARIZE INDUSTRY in care 
that RESIST received and distributed in late March, 
1972. 
These two letters were distributed in a press -
release on July 31, 1972 which stated in part: 
''We (RESIST) are making them public now in the 
hope that word of the letters will reach members 
of the CITIZENS' COMMISSION TO DEMILITARIZE INDUS-
of RESIST. It follows from anonymous press releases 
. TRY through the pub lie media". RESIST is happy to 
express its solidarity with the Vietnamese people 
by publishing these letters and by condemning the 
r~peated and deliberate bombings of the dyke sys-
tems of Vietnam.) 
Dear Friends, 
The big hurricane recently stonning the East Coast of the United States was a disastrous catastro-
phe to the American lives there. People the world over and the Vietnamese people felt deeply sorry f~r 
that. 
Our Committee sincerely expresses its deep concern and understanding with the flood victims and 
their families, and earnestly wishes that .the American people will soon cope with the effects of such 
a big calamity. 
Another disaster is now menacing the life of the Vietrtamese people following the US administration 
systematic attack on the dyke system in Vietnam • . It is not raging for hours, but lasting for months. 
It does not mean only heavy rains, but all the water from different valleys of the Red, Ma, Chu rivers 
-- tens of thousands of sqµare kilometres wide -- will plunge the whole delta of North Vietnam several 
metres under its depth. It is not an accidental happening caused by nature, but is, in fact, a pre-, 
meditated action of the US administration aimed at engulfing millions of the Vietnamese people with the · 
hope of even engulfing with them the will of safeguarding their independence and freedom -- so dear to 
their hearts. 
As yoo know, our people have been living in the valleys of the Red, Ma, Chu rivers. For thousand 
years now, our ancestors had built long dykes along the rivers to prevent floods and grasped from nature 
every inch of land. Sweat and tears of the Vietnamese people have, for centuries, prevented floods, 
and enriched our fields, our portions of land ~n which we live. 
The Red River delta is the most populated area of the country. Some parts have an average of six 
hundred persons per square kilometre. In the season of rain and typhoon · -- from June to October --
tens of millions of people will depend their life on a system of river and sea dykes about three thou-
sand kilometres long. That is why any dyke break, especially in the Red River delta, is a disaster 
with incalculable consequences. 
Today, in an attempt to save the desperate US puppet situation in South Vietnam, the Nixon 
administration, over the last two months, has ordered US aircraft to carry out frenzied bombings 
against over 30 dykes portions along the Red, Thai binh, Day, Ma and Lam rivers, as well as 20 
sluices and 12 dams in Thai binh, Nam ha, Ninh binh~ Quang ninh, Thanh boa, Nghe an and Quang binh 
provinces. M::>re barbarous still, not only have .the US aircraft .attacked dykes, but also killed those 
who were engaged in repair work as have happened in Thanh boa and Nam ha provinces. These bombings 
have been carefully calculated to achieve Nixon 1 A criminal design: to weaken the whole dyke system and 
make it collapse at the time of swelling. 
+ + + 
Destroying dykes to flood the vast delta o"f ·North Vietnam will, .of course, cause an innneasurable 
disaster in all fields, for tens of millions of people. It is also an unparalleled crime, a crime of 
genocide, biocide, and ecocide perpetrated at a highest degree of gravity. Nixon's crime in this re-
spect is so monstrous and is a perfidious challenge to the International law and to the whole humanity. 
Such a crime will· be the dirtiest spot in the US imperialism's history. 
For this reason, we particularly call on the justice and peace loving American people to raise 
your voice of vehement protest to act now and positively in order to stop in time Nixon's criminal and 
bloody hands. 
We wish you success. 
Dear Friends, 
Sincerely, 
Hoang Minh Giam 
Chainnan of the Vietnam Committee for 
Solidarity with the American People 
CITIZENS' COMMISSION TO DEMILITARIZE INDUSTRY 
We received yoor documents and token of your courageous action. Words are not enough to express 
our emotion and our thanks to your action which might save hundreds of Vietnamese children and women. 
News are spreading very quickly here about that kind of action -- although not openly -- and wh~n US 
planes are destroying our towns and villages, killing old people and babies, we always remember that 
Cont'd. on page 4 
LETTERS ... 
American friends are acting in their own way to 
check the bloody hands of the US government. 
With the support of the people of the world and 
the American people, we are more determined than 
ever to fight back Nixon's criminal aggression 
and are sure to the final success in defending 
our independence and" fretdom. 
To you all the best and ·hope to have closer 
contact with you. 
Yours in struigle, 
Tran Trong Quat 
Secretary of the Vietnam Committee for 
Solidarity with the American People 
:JV.!Plat:~-
MCGOVERNOMICS ... 
penditure revisions which are all in the welfare 
and social security fields. They can be summar-
ized by observing that thay are about 50% more 
generous in dollars and substantially less radi-
cal in form than the proposals submitted to the 
Congress by Nixon three years ago. In sum, if 
we take McGovern at his word, the effects of his 
program would be to substantially increase the 
size and power of the Federal bureaucracy in ed-
ucation, welfare, and ''works projects"; to in-
crease the cost effectiveness of the Pentagon; 
to change tax policy and welfare expenditures in 
a way which would leave essentially unchanged 
the regressive slope of the tax burden as Ameri• 
cans attempt to move from ~elfare levels of income 
to average working class levels of income. It 
would somewhat flatten the continuing regressive 
biases in the tax system from working class levels 
of income through professionals in the $150,000.00 
a year range. It would have no effect on the mil-
lionaire who pays no taxes by keeping some of his 
property in a tax exempt foundation which supports 
his hobbies and the rest in tax free municipal 
bonds o 
What McGovernomics does not do and has not 
done in any of its various incarnations is address 
the question of power in America. This is the 
question that has been at the center of the move-
ment on whose coattails McGovern rode to the nom-
ination. McGovern says, more honestly than Nixon 
or many of their respective predecessors that the 
system cannot be saved unless something is done 
about its problems. His proposals say nothing 
about reducing the power of the largest corpor-
ations, or the labor unions or private wealth and 
foundations all of which would be unaffected by 
McGovernomics and in fact "preserved" if its pur-
poses are served. 
Most importantly, McGovernomics says nothing 
about attacking the largest and most dangerous 
concentration of irresponsible power in the world 
-- the very government which McGovern seeks to 
command and which his program would give yet an-
other unwarranted increment in power. 
CAMDEN ... 
dropped temporarily. 
In December, Pat and Bruce were resubpoenaed 
and refused to testify. Goodwin assured the court 
that the Grand Jury was not an isolated affair 
and that the Grumbles were merely a part of the 
continuing investigation of Camden. Both were 
given 15 month sentences -- Bruce's was to be con-
current with his Oto 6 years while Pat was sen-
tenced to Alderson Women's Reformatory in West 
Virginia with a release date of March 22, 1973. 
About the same time in Camden, Gualberto 
~dina from El Centro, a community spokesman dur-
ing the August riot and pointed out by police as 
a "major organizer", was arrested on suspicion 
for a fire-bombing in East Camden. Carlette 
Robert was ar_rested as a material witness and 
Poppy Sharp, a black organizer in Camden; continu-
ed to await trail on a frame-up charge of heroin 
possession. 
The Camden 28, most of whom are defending· 
themselves, filed a variety of motions on the 
Ides of March. It was something of a surprise 
when the informer filed an affidavit describing 
his role and attached it to a motion asking for 
dismissal of the case on the grounds of impermis-
sible governmental "creative activity". The gov-
ernment never answered his allegations but did 
take time to broadside the defendents' motions as 
frivolous, irresponsible, scurrilous, and at best 
wholly irrelevant. 
Nothing happened in the case for three month~ 
except that the district shuffled judges again --
finally coming up with Clarkson Fisher, the fourth 
judge to sit on the Camden case and the same one 
who had sentenced the Grumbles in January. He 
had just scheduled the hearing for argument of 
pre-trial motions and was considering a hearing 
to release Pat on the grounds that Grand Jury 
activity had ceased on Camden -- when put came 
a new batch of five subpoenas. Those called 
were Gualberto Medina; Marnie O'Dell (again); 
Bert Strieb from LaSalle University in Philadel-
phia; Brother Phil Kelly, former director of El 
Centro; and Gail Grumbles, sister of Bruce. 
After a whole series of delays and false starts, 
the subpoenas were not quashed nor were they call-
ed -- the government is now talking about maybe 
September. 
The Camden 28 argued their pre-trial motions 
on June 29th from their crowded and chaotic de-
1fense tables. There were a series of motions on 
the war asking dismissal because the war is im-
moral and illegal on the basis of Nuremburg; dis-
missal because the government used the words 
"force and violence" in relation to the Camden 
action -- which is the governmental method and 
not that of the defendents; a motion that the 
lives and deaths of the Vietnamese must be the 
central issue in the trial if there is to be any 
semblance of justice. Poems by Vietnamese and 
by Vietnam Vets were read to the court and pictures 
of Vietnam were introduced into evidence. There 
were two motions on juror instruction, asking that 
jury nullification -- the right in English Common 
Law that a jury may decide not only on the facts 
in the case, but also avail themselves as the 
voice of community judgment of the law and of 
community conscience -- be included in the charge 
to the jury. A motion was presented that request-
ed a pay hike for jurors because the low compen-
sation presents a hardship to poor and working-
class people preventing them from sitting on 
juries. In a related motion, one of the lawyers 
argued a motion that the composition of jury 
pools in the district of Camden bore no relation-
ship to the true peer group of that area, and 
that the method of selection must be changed in 
order to secure a reasonably fair trial. The 
motions on the informer and the whole run of wire-
tap and evidentiary motions were also argued. 
Decisions from the judge were expected with-
in two weeks, but as usual there was no news from 
Camden except that the case will not be dismissed 
because of the government's role in the action. 
(If you can help with funds or for more in-
formation write: Camden Defense Committee; 574 
Benson St.; Camden, N~J. 08103 or Camden Defense 
Committee; 134 Whitfield St.; Dorchester, Mass.) 
